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other to the left; one portion, which proved to be the lower, was dark- 
cobured, and more contracted than the other. The second, or upper part 
of he bowe , was larger, covered with mucus, and the vermicular motion 
could be distinctly seen in it. An efTort had already been made to reduce 
them into the abdomen, but without effect; and a proposition had been 
made by some physician who had seen the case to apply a ligature to the 
root 1 h.s was done in doubt as to the exact nature of the affection ; and 
in fact, the parts were so changed, that they were with difficulty distin¬ 
guished as belonging to the intestinal canal. 3 

The child being cold, its pulse small, and having every appearance of 
rapidly sinking, 1 declined for the moment any operation, but advised sti¬ 
mulants, and agreed, if it revived, to attempt an operation on the following 
day for the purpose of returning the bowel. ° 

On the next morning, the child having revived under the treatment sug¬ 
gested, the following operation was practised. A small neck cr tunnel 

ei« l S e TrT lhe in,es,ine P^ded, being, in fact, the com¬ 
mon everted orifice for the two openings of the bowel. An incision was 

c a bls S P 01 ’ being within the peritoneum, though protruded from the 
aMominal cavity. 1 he two ends of the intestine as they issued, were now 
seized with a blunt hook, and slight traction made on them. The inverted 
portion gradually began to recede,and by continuing this manmuvre, at the 
same lime using some external pressure on the tumour, it gradually re¬ 
amed into the interior of the abdomen. The neck of the tumour, where 
the incision was made, and which represented the tunnel shaped portion 
was retained outside, so as to prevent the effusion of fecal matters through 
it into the peritoneum. Immediately on the return of the bowel, free 
evacuations took place from the anus, with great apparent relief The m 
.tent, however, did not rally, but sunk, and died on the next day. P 
JirT alWn “ fter dealh , P resenled no peritoneal inflammation, or 

inrl! ! ! r" d |, n0 ™ pl Se u mcd t0 have been made hy nature to close the 
ncision of the operation, showing the low state of the vital powers at the 

com™ "r S , ? he . Up P er portion ' which had been returned, looked 
Ss of ,! 6 y ‘ ea | hy: * he °"' er was 1 uite dark coloured, and showed the 
f„,i, i ‘ “ e P ? SIran S ula,| on ; an invagination of its coats for about an 
inch also was discerned. 

Boston, May 30th, 1818. 


Aar. X.—-Poisoning by Arsenic Successfully Treated with Calcined 
Magnesia. By Earner Bissel, .M. D., of \orwalk. Coma. 

n labourer, aged 27, a powerful and robust young man, of 
C bv'rakln^n' 18 ’ aUen,p,ed suicide on the evening of the 1th of March 
bv those h 5 arse " ,c - As ls often the fact, he was prompted to the deed 
bLrh n 0rS and r '™ or3e of conscience which so often succeed a de- 
from a J ‘,'i| , l Uan ^ y ‘ ak i' n ’ aS " Cilrly 03 couId be determined, was not far 
elapsed ,• hCD 1 WaS , firsl appr,3ed ° f th e fact, two hours had 

elapsed from the time it was taken. I hastened the messenger who came 

zinc in 3 . qU,C j y back as P“ slble - ' vilh some thirty grains of sulphate of 
tnc—in two doses—with directions to administer it as soon as he could 
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reach home, on horseback—distant about one mile—to give the second 
parcel in ten minutes, if needful. I followed as expeditiously as I could- 
when I arrived he had vomited freely twice, but without any relief The' 
family had given hint copious draughts of a weak infusion of tobacco’ which 
produced no other effect than to increase his sufferings, which at this time 
were extreme; so much so, that he begged me to kill him at once, if I could 
not end his pain m any other way. His pulse was one hundred and thiriv 
per minute, small and wiry. He complained of great constriction and drv- 
ness of the fauces, but chiefly of a most ngonizing pain and burning in the 
stomach; it seeming as he expressed it, -as if it were filled with burning 
coals. As nearly three hours had now elapsed, since the poison entered 
the stomach, I considered that any further effort to evacuate it would be 
futile, and that if life was saved at all, it must be by the antidotal power of 
some medicinal agent. Having had my attention directed to the experi¬ 
ments °f Prof. I eter, of Transylvania University, and the case of Le¬ 
page, published in the January and April numbers of this Journal, in 1817 
1 determined to give the calcined magnesia a fair trial, and accordingly put 
it up in drachm doses to be given every hour mixed in milk and'Vater 
During the hour which I remained with him, his symptoms were rapidly 
becoming more unfavourable. The pulse was one hundred and fifiv per 
minute, the constriction and dryness of the fauces extreme, the whole sur¬ 
face bedewed with perspiration, the pain and burning sensation in the 
stomach seemed augmented to the highest possible degree, whilst the ri<-ht 

hnnH wnn oniip.> tr :_... i- . . _ ‘o ,u 



• • ~ , iotelligent u..„ „u, or . visaing mm me 

next morning, instead of finding him dead, as I much feared, 1 was most 
happily surprised to find him very quietly dozing in an easy chair. I 
learned from the lady, who had been unremitting in her care of him during 
the whole night, that in a very few minutes (not more than five or ten), 
after taking the first dose of magnesia, he said he felt much relieved, and 
before the lime came for the second dose, he had fallen into a doze. She 
stated that each successive dose had produced the most surprisin'- and 
marked mitigation of every symptom, and that long before morning he was 
entirely freed from suffering, and had, on the whole, passed a quiet and 
comfortable night. The bowels had moved freely and easily twice durin- 
1 ^ e r l ! me * He complained of nothing save a general weakness, and a sort 
of faintness at the pit of the stomach. The right hand had recovered its 
power, and the pulse had fallen to eighty-five per minute. Directed to 
continue the magnesia, through the day, once in four hours, and to give 
light nourishment. On the sixth I made my third and last visit, as the 
young man seemed to require nothing but nursing, and a little time, for the 
recovery of his strength. I have since learned, that in a very few davs he 
resumed his labour upon the farm, and felt no inconvenience from what lie 
bad taken, except a muscular weakness of the lower extremities, which 
was not very great. The case, in some of its aspects, much resembles that 
ol Depage, especially in the prompt and efficacious effects of the remedy, 
and the speedy recovery which followed. Should future cases yield re¬ 
sults r«s gratifying as these two, we may indeed congratulate the profession 
in the possession of a sovereign and prompt antidote, always at hand and 
easily administered, to the dreadful poison by which such numbers of our 
race have found a terrific and agonizing death. 

Norwalk , April 14th, 1818. 



